
By Joe wilensky

The sculptures – made from hundreds 
of saplings and branches stripped of 
their leaves – grew slowly over three 

weeks, winding around six trees in a barely 
noticed plaza between the Schwartz Center 
and Sheldon Court in Collegetown. 

Artist Patrick Dougherty, with assistance 
from several Cornell students and Ithaca 
residents, wove the saplings into an out-
door arboreal art installation that opened 
to the public Sept. 21. Visitors stepped into 
the hollow, elongated and twisted igloos 
and peered out of them at each other.

Dougherty and 
his assistants waited 
until the installation 
was complete before 
deciding on the title 
“Half a Dozen of the 
Other.”

Several other 
whimsical names 
were considered, 
including “Odd-
balls,” “Just Plain 
Uncivilized” and 
“Sextuplets,” 

Dougherty said.
The aim of the installation, he said, was 

to transform the space and allow people to 
interact with the sculptures and to see the 
public space in a completely new way. “The 
day that it’s fi nished, when you get your 
scaffolding down … people come fl ood-

ing into it and enjoy 
it. It’s really nice,” 
Dougherty said.

“This is the most 
important piece 
of contemporary 
public art that’s 
commissioned, that’s 
site specifi c and 
that’s temporary, 
in my period here 
as a student or as 
a faculty member, 
which is basically 20 
of the last 27 years,” 
said Milton Curry, 
associate professor 

of architecture and director of the Cornell 
Council for the Arts (CCA). “[It shows] 
how temporary, site-specifi c art can 
change your perceptions of a place.”

“The work was well executed, [especial-
ly considering] its relationship with the 
site as a critical venue, where Cornell be-
gins to engage in some dynamic dialogue 
with the city,” said project curator Amae-
chi Okigbo, a CCA member and associate 
professor of landscape architecture.

The installation will stay up for a year. 
“Maybe this will be the start of having a 
number of different uses of this space … 
where people are challenged to use this 
space and present other kinds of ideas,” 
Dougherty said.

He is the fi rst of fi ve artists to participate 
in CCA’s “5 Years/5 Contemporary Instal-
lations” program. The project is sponsored 
by CCA, <http://www.arts.cornell.edu/
cca>, with support from the Department 
of Theatre, Film and Dance, Hilton Garden 
Inn and Stella’s Cafe/Olivia Restaurant.
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This page: Artist Patrick Dougherty’s Collegetown sculpture in various stages of construction over the past several weeks. Top photo: People 
check out the fi nished work during the opening reception Sept. 21. Top right: Dougherty at work. above right: Mary McQuiggan and Kasey 
Toomey, both juniors in the landscape architecture program, wedge trimmings into holes that had been bored into the cement sidewalk to secure the 
base of each sculpture. above left: Natalie Bower, a third-year graduate student in landscape architecture, works with project curator Amaechi 
Okigbo to tie saplings together as a section of the sculpture rises adjacent to Sheldon Court. All photos by Jason Koski/University Photography, with the 
exception of the center bottom photo, by Lindsay France/University Photography.
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